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Hamlet
Describe a dilemma that one character faces in Hamlet that requires a humanistic
approach to solve.
Hamlet, whom the play revolves around, faces a dilemma that is typically an internal struggle. When Claudius murders his father, Hamlet becomes confused and undecided on whether to seek revenge by killing Claudius or turning his anger on himself. The moral dilemma is even complex for the young Hamlet, considering that his mother hastily married his uncle (Claudius).  His inability to develop a precise resolution makes Hamlet condemn himself and almost every individual close to him. After killing Hamlet's father, Claudius takes over the throne of Denmark (Shakespeare, n.d). This turn of events plunges Hamlet into more profound thoughts dominated by the desire to seek vengeance or forgive and move on with life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moreover, his uncle (Claudius) is now the king. This means that he is well-guarded. Another complexity is that killing Claudius would render his mother a widow. To add, Hamlet is undecided on whether he should trust the ghost's message and, if so, whether killing his uncle was the best solution. The ghost of Hamlet's father narrated to Hamlet how Claudius betrayed him and murdered him while asleep (Shakespeare, n.d).
Describe how you would respond to that dilemma if you were in that situation.
If I were in Hamlet's situation, I would have forgiven my uncle Claudius and prayed for strength from the Almighty God. The problem is tricky because it involves parties related by blood in one way or the other. If I kill my uncle, my mother will end up without a husband. It is even more complex now that the mother hurriedly hopped into another marriage after the death of her husband. Such an event attracts deeper scrutiny. It is possible that Hamlet's mother had romantic ties with Claudius even when the father (the king) was still alive.  It is even possible that Hamlet's mother had a hand in the murder. If such worries are to be considered, killing Claudius might attract more bloodshed, reducing the family even further. It is true to say that two wrongs don't make a right.
 Using specific examples from the drama, explain why no amount of scientific knowledge
would suffice to guide the character's actions
It is crucial to note that science can help us learn certain things, such as diseases, but it cannot help in making judgments that relate to moral issues; hence an individual must depend on humanistic approaches to solve certain situations (Science has limits, n.d). Based on the play, Hamlet struggles to resolve a moral and ethical dilemma that science fails to explain pr judge. Such a situation also deserves guidance from the moral-related realm of knowledge. Even though Hamlet dedicates his efforts and life to seek revenge, he hesitates to execute such a capital sin due to his thoughtfulness and intellectual abilities. In this situation, no amount of science would sprout to guide the actions of the character. Hamlet is primarily driven by religion and the world of spirits (Shakespeare, n.d). When his father appears in the form of a ghost and explains that he was betrayed and killed by his father, Claudius, Hamlet believes the ghost. He even gets charged to kill his uncle as directed by the ghost. Another episode that science may lack explanation is when Hamlet prepares to kill Claudius using a sword. Hamler became stifled because of his religious ties and that during that time, Claudius was in the church earnestly praying for forgiveness. 
Describe how a specific sort of humanistic knowledge (e.g., knowledge gained
through ethics, religion, art, etc.) would allow you to respond to that character's situation.
Religion has tenets and norms that can guide an individual to overcome evil and solve complex problems and dilemmas. If I consider Christianity, the doctrines and precepts of Christianity discourage the use of revenge as a way of solving conflicts or appeasing one's heart.  Typically, religion emphasizes the need to forgive others and let such individuals face the Creator's wrath. In Hamlet's situation, faith could guide Hamlet in forging his uncle for killing his uncle. It could also have guided in forgiving Hamlet's mother for her quick move to get married to Hamlet's uncle. Apart from forgiveness, religion also offers a pillar of hope for individuals suffering from inner wrangles. It provides comfort and inner peace.
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